
 
 

 
 

 
Webinar 

‘’The Regional Action Plan for Environmental Defenders is built between all people’’ 
 

In the framework of the public consultation on the proposed annotated index of the action 
plan on human rights defenders in environmental matters in Latin America and the 

Caribbean. 
 

Organized by: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

Format: Virtual 

Date: December 12th, 2023 

Time: 4:00 pm Panama (GMT-5) / 6:00 pm Argentina, Chile (GMT-3) 

Duration: 1 hour 

Background 
At the First Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Escazú Agreement (COP1) took place in 

Santiago, Chile, between 20 and 220 April 2022 it was agreed to establish an open-ended working group 

on human rights defenders in environmental matters under Decision I/6 (Working Group). 

The Working Group currently operates under the leadership and coordination of Chile, Ecuador, and Saint 

Kitts and Nevis. The main task of the Group, according to the Decision, is the development of an action 

plan on the subject (Regional Action Plan), to be presented at the third ordinary meeting of the Conference 

of the Parties (COP-3) for consideration and adoption in April 2024. 

First, a draft annotated index of the Action Plan was developed, which was subjected to public 

consultation from April 3 to May 31, 2023, to gather feedback from the public through the participatory 

digital platform of the Regional Public Mechanism. A total of 237 surveys were received from both 

individuals and organizations during this virtual consultation. 

With these inputs, the Coordinators of the Working Group from Chile, Ecuador, and Saint Kitts and Nevis, 

with the support of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), which serves 

as the Secretariat of the Escazú Agreement, developed the proposal for the regional Action Plan, 

incorporating a significant number of the received proposals. 



 
 

 
 

Public Participation Strategy 

Currently, a second public participation strategy is being implemented with the aim of fostering a dialogue 

to obtain recommendations and proposals from the public in the countries of Latin America and the 

Caribbean regarding the Regional Action Plan. 

The instrument for the public to submit their proposals and comments will be a survey. There will be a 

specific survey for each of the 4 work streams of the proposed Regional Action Plan: Axis 1, Knowledge 

Generation; Axis 2, Recognition; Axis 3, Capacity building, support for national implementation and 

cooperation; and Axis 4, Follow-up and revision of the regional action plan. Each interested individual or 

organization can respond to the surveys for each axis individually or, if preferred, complete all the axes. 

This survey can be answered online on the platform publicoescazu.cepal.org or downloaded and then sent 

to the email: secretaria.escazu@cepal.org 

The strategy includes three mechanisms to channel public comments and proposals on the Regional 

Action Plan: 

1. In-person Consultation: This consultation took place on September 28 as part of the Second 

Annual Forum of Human Rights Defenders in Environmental Matters, held in Panama between 

September 27 and 28 of the current year. Both in-person and virtual working tables were 

organized, allowing the participation of a total of 212 individuals who formulated a total of 412 

proposals. To date, the Secretariat of the Escazú Agreement is systematizing these proposals 

according to the axes of the Regional Action Plan. 

 

2. Virtual Consultation: The Secretariat of the Escazú Agreement will carry out a virtual consultation 

on the publicoescazu.cepal.org platform from Friday, November 3, 2023, to Sunday, January 14, 

2024. In this consultation, any member of the public can answer the survey created for this 

purpose. It is also possible to download it and then send it to the email: 

secretaria.escazu@cepal.org 

 

3. Promote in-person consultations: to be carried out by other key actors. The Secretariat of the 

Escazú Agreement will disseminate information about the virtual consultation (survey and 

deadlines) among the Party States, UN agencies, Elected Representatives of the Public, 

Ombudsman persons, universities, and others with the aim of encouraging these actors to 

implement in-person consultations according to their capabilities. These in-person consultations 

should also be conducted between Friday, November 3, 2023, and January 14, 2024. 

 

This webinar is part of this strategy and aims to present the proposal of the Regional Action Plan to various 

actors in the Caribbean region and promote their participation in the virtual consultation by answering 

the survey before January 14, 2024. 
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Tentative Agenda 

 

‘The Regional Action Plan for Environmental Defenders is built between all people 

Time Speakers 
 

Welcome and explanation of the objectives and agenda of the webinar 
 

16:00 – 16.10 
 
6 minutes 

Andrea Brusco, Regional Environmental Governance Coordinator, United 
Nations Environment Programme 
 
Andrea Sanhueza, Representative of the Escazú Agreement Secretariat 
 
3 minutes for each intervention 

Presentation of the proposed Regional Action Plan for Human Rights defenders in environmental 

matters for Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 

16:10 – 16:20 
 
10 minutes 

Coordinating countries of the Ad hoc working group on human rights. 
 
 

Presentation of the platform for answering the survey and transition to working groups. 

16:20 – 16:30 
 
10 minutes 

Andrea Sanhueza, Representative of the Escazú Agreement Secretariat 
 

Working Session 

16:30 – 17:00 
 
30 minutes 

4 working groups are organized according to the plan's axes: knowledge 
generation; recognition; capacity building, support for national 
implementation and cooperation, and follow-up and revision of the regional 
action plan. 
 

 
Thanks and closing of the session 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 


